ing youth had undertaken the study of theology, remarked, "Why does not so gifted a man devote himself to something that is real?" These very first words of the first article of the new HTR indicate pretty clearly that there were obstacles, or perhaps challenges, that scholars could see in front of them as the HTR was founded (and to which Peabody and his colleagues evidently felt the new journal could respond). Of course, we know today that despite such social counter-currents, the Review and the field of theology did not after all wither away. The HTR set out to broaden, and indeed did broaden, the very definition of theological studies in the course of the past century. It did so in such a way as to help this field encompass critical aspects not only of normative theological thinking, but also, and indeed prominently so, of history, philosophy, ethics, sociology, economics, and education as they pertain to religion, and as they affect people of all faiths, around the world. The mission statement that appeared with that first issue of the Review signaled this ambitious reach, noting that the journal "...will endeavor to maintain a spirit at once catholic and scientific, in sympathy with the aims and activities of the Church, as well as with scholarly investigation."
Over the past 100 years, the HTR has certainly met these goals; and I think you would all agree that it has, in fact, far exceeded them. The publication's scholarly yet accessible articles have challenged students of theology and religion around the globe to change and deepen their understanding of many topics, from Hebrew Bible and New Testament and early archaeological findings to ethics, women's studies, and comparative religion. Francois Bovon, our current editor and a frequent contributor himself to the HTR, has carried forward in exemplary fashion the long tradition of general scholarly excellence as well as the particularly prominent and excellent tradition of New Testament scholarly contributions to the Review in the past half-century. Like his predecessors, such as our distinguished emeritus colleague, Helmut Koester, who will be presenting a paper this morning, Francois has managed to continue and to improve a venerable publication on a limited budget and with remarkable resourcefulness for the last number of years. This has of course been possible to no small extent because of the remarkable editorial work of the indefatigable Margaret Studier and many of our own doctoral students, who continue to make this publication all that it is. I particularly congratulate Francois this morning, and I thank Margaret and her editors, as well Helmut and the many HDS faculty who have served on the editorial board and/or vetted article submissions for publication repeatedly and conscientiously.
I know that we shall all now enjoy the presentations and discussions to follow today; I hope also that everyone here will read through the special 100th anniversary double issue of the Harvard Theological Review-a wonderful publication scheduled to appear this coming fall and winter, and which will include today's papers. In addition, I encourage you to visit the online index on the Harvard Theological Review website when it goes "live." It will be a fantastic resource that lists every article published in the Review on a particular topic. It should be clear that we have much to look forward to from the HTR, as we help it enter its second century; we celebrate today not its conclusion, but rather only a notable milestone on what we hope and trust will be a much longer path to an even more distinguished future.
It is now my pleasure to introduce Francis Bovon, the Frothingham Professor of the History of Religion and my esteemed colleague-whom I admire greatly as a scholar and on whom I have constantly relied in many ways as a colleague since becoming dean (and he has never let me or his faculty colleagues down). It is a privilege to call him a friend and colleague and to be able to introduce him today.
